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Final Essay
Context: An analysis moves beyond your opinion in order to focus on breaking down a text into its parts to see how those parts work. In this case, the analysis you will be performing focuses on how the author of a text develops one specific element of a text, the theme. A theme is a message that is consistently conveyed throughout a text. There are many different themes, or messages, in each text. In order to see these themes, the reader has to look deeper than the surface level to interpret the text. We have been practicing these skills throughout the semester when we focus on passages in class and interpret them as a class. However, now you have to do this on your own.
Assignment: For an academic audience, write a 5-6 page analysis of one theme of one text from your textbooks. You will start by choosing a text from the textbooks. You may choose a text that we have covered in class, or you may cover a text that we did not read for this class. You will then identify one theme that you will argue is important for understanding the text. For this theme, it must be used throughout the text so that you have plenty of material to quote from to support your argument.
It is important to keep in mind that this essay is argumentative rather than opinion-based. This means that you must not refer to your own opinion while writing this paper. An argument differs from an opinion in that the audience can either agree or disagree with it, whereas an opinion cannot be argued. For example, if you were to tell me that your favorite movie is Fight Club, I cannot argue with your opinion. This is your opinion, and you are entitled to it. However, I can argue with an argumentative statement concerning the film, like, for example, that it is a great film. If you wanted to argue that this is a great film, then you could use standards of quality, like how many awards it won, to pose your argument, and I can counter that argument by claiming that a better standard of greatness would be to examine how many people paid to see the movie.
It is also important to keep in mind that this essay is what we would call a synthesis. In a synthesis, you must provide multiple quotations in each body paragraph. Please keep in mind that each quotation should feature a signal phrase to introduce it and it must be cited according to MLA guidelines. As a final reminder, please do not consult outside sources, like Wikipedia or Shmoop, as it may lead to plagiarism. I don’t need, nor do I want, you to use outside sources for this essay. You should focus only on providing a close reading of the theme of the text that you have chosen. If you have any questions about how to correctly cite something, please send me an email as soon as possible to cfield@tnstate.edu.
Audience: Academic. This means that the author should not use slang, contractions, second-person perspective, or first-person perspective.
Format: This essay should be double-spaced, written in Times New Roman font and at least 5-6 pages in length. In addition, you must have a works cited page listing all of the texts that you use for this paper and formatted according to MLA guidelines. Therefore, the total page count for the essay and the works cited page will be 6-7 pages.
Due: Submitted to the dropbox marked “Final Essay Final Draft”on eLearn by 11:59 p.m. (Central Time) on Thursday, April 23rd (or the Final Essay may be submitted to the dropbox marked “Final Essay Final Draft” by 1:30 p.m. [Central Time] on Monday, April 20th for 3% extra credit added to your final grade)
